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Dear Madam, Sir,
Hereby I add a pdf of the text for the meeting of the Board of Prison Commissioners, [ hope this is enough.
Yours faithfully,

Annabelle Parker

On 7/14/09, A. Parker <aseparker@gmail.com> wrole:
Dear,

Hereby I am sending you my text for the record as a public comment for the Meeting of the Board of Prison

Commissioners. July 14th 2009,
[ hope it can still be distributed, even though I am a little late.

Thank you, have a fruitful meeting,
Sincerely,

Annabelle Parker
The Netherlands

htips://mail state.nv.us/owa/7ae=lItem&=IPM . Note &id=Rg AAAAA2BCFul?2fUwTI2dDz%2bQAdSw...
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For the Record
Meeting of the Board of Prison Commissioners
July 14, 2009

To the Members of the Prison Commission and the Public,

Since last meeting, April 14", nothing has changed that I have noticed: inmates in Ely State
Prison are still not being treated properly for serious medical problems, the prison is still on
lockdown except for 2 units, some inmates are kept illegally on a *High Risk Potential” even
though there are no apparent reasons to keep them on this inhuman status (keeping an inmate
on a leash while he has to walk through the visiting room to the restroom during a visit,
sounds a lot like what we saw on pictures in the media of Abu Ghraib).

There also are no programs, no steps, to step down from one level to the next.

Inmates are not able to make telephone calls according to the rules, because telephones are
not brought to the inmates when they need to make a call to their relatives.

Cleaning material is scarcely handed out if at all. There are far too many strip-searches, even
though it is even noted in the media that it is some employees who bring in illegal drugs, not
inmates, Strip-searches are inhumane and the ones who have to check up become
dehumanized too by doing them so often. People, whether inside or out, have 1o be able 1o
retain their dignity,

Also, I hear that very recently, order forms were taken out of catalogues of a bookseller, by
those employed in ESP in unit 3, so that the inmates are discouraged to (or can not even)
order any books to read. This is unnecessary and it only produces a dangerous level of
lethargy and disturbance of minds,

Also, mentally ill patients are being housed in this maximum secunity prison, whereas it is not
meant to be a mental hospital. This brings along high levels of noise and disturbance for those
patients (who need treatment ) as well as those next door who try to make something of their
lives, even if they are locked up. See also the article in Las Vegas Sun recently, July 12
{hp:ilasverassun.com/news/2009/4ul/1 2/l Iness-keeps-many-cycle-through-jail/).

There needs to be a change of mentality in society, in Nevada, within the Department of
Corrections, from only cutting costs without any alternative and improvement to making
society better and by doing this, preventing crime and cutting cost by not having to house so
many people for years on end with no goal, no medical care, no redemption, no growth, no
forgiveness, no love.

s this a message for ‘soft-hearts’? | think it takes guts to want to change and engage in
supporting children so that they grow up becoming balanced adults, in stead of greedy,
corrupt, selfish people whoe will believe that crime (doing bad) pays and that being greedy is
good. It takes conrage to really invest in rehabilitating people who have made wrong
decisions, who have succumbed to becoming addicted to hard-drugs. It is not only stupid to be
so-called "tough on crime” by not wanting to see what this system results in, it will cost
society ultimately too much in money and dangerous situations (most inmates will one day be
released!) to lock people up with no alternative and to not want to see they are people, with
needs just like you and me. We who pay for the prison system, you and me (I too pay tax over
there, as well as those who are incarcerated pay tax), we want oversight over what is



happening to our money; and we whose parents, children, husbands and wives, boyfriends
and girlfriends, siblings are locked up: we want to know that even though they are locked up,
they are at the same time looked after and offered chances for growth and rehabilitation.

The amount of lawsuits against the warden of ESP is growing, and do we really want our
money 10 go to these lawsuits, if a better warden would be found, who listens and acts when it
matters, and who is not a frightening dictator under whose management diabetics rot to death?
Surely Nevada can do much better than this!

Annabelle Parker
Amsterdam, The Netherlands



